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Rectangular
Patchwork Cushion
by Margaret Rowan

MATERIALS FOR EACH CUSHION
1.7m of 2mm piping cord
3 x 19mm self covered buttons
2m x 3.5cm strip of bias cut fabric
1 cushion pad 30cm x 50cm
40cm main fabric
Sewing thread to match
40cm contrast fabric
Piping or zipper sewing machine foot
Fabric from collections by Kaffe Fassett

Diagram 2

PATTERN DIMENSIONS
Cushion back - Cut a rectangle 33cm x 53cm
Front pieces 1,3,4 & 5 – cut rectangles 33cm x 13cm
Front piece 2 - cut a rectangle 33cm x 20cm
Facing for right front - cut rectangle 33cm x 8
INSTRUCTIONS
Seam allowance of 1.5cm unless otherwise stated
•Cut out the pattern using the dimensions given above and then
the pin the pattern pieces on to your fabric being aware of the
pattern placement on the fabric.
•When you have cut all of your main pieces, cut the bias strips. Fold
the fabric at a right angle to the selvedge, measure off the required
widths from the fold till you have enough strips. Diagram 1
•Join bias strips as shown in diagram 2. Place your piping on the
wrong side of the bias cut strip. Enclose the piping cord with the
fabric and using a piping or zipper foot, machine along the length,
close to the piping cord. Diagram. 3
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Diagram 3

•Button Loops: Make a Rouleaux loop with 30cm of bias strip.
Fold lengthways RS together and machine using a small stitch 5mm
from the fold.Trim away seam allowance to 5mm and using a thick
needle and strong thread attach to the end of the seam. Cut off the
seam allowance at one end to 45 degrees. Diagram.4. Pass the needle
through the channel putting the blunt end of the needle in first.
Pull needle, thread and rouleaux through the channel. As in diagram
5. Cut in to 3 x 10cm lengths.

Diagram 4

•Machine as close to the piping as you can go. Trim the corners off
and neaten the raw edges.Turn your cover through paying attention
to the corners and carefully press.
•Cover your buttons (For instructions on how to cover your buttons
look at the manufacturers guide on the packaging) and sew in place.
Diagram 5
•Front cover: place patchwork sections 1 and 2, RS together, pin
and sew 1.5cm seam.
•Repeat for sections 3, 4 and 5.
•Back cover: Remove 3cm of piping cord from the bias strip
(Diagram.6) and starting at the lower edge near to a corner, pin the
piping clockwise to the RS of the back, matching the edge of the
piping to the edge of the fabric. Work your way around, clipping
into the seam allowance at the corners. When you get back to the
beginning cut the bias strip with 3cm overlap and remove enough
cord so that it will not be stitched in. As in dia.7.

Diagram 6

Diagram 7

•On the right hand edge of the 2 section side and the left hand edge
of the facing, sew tiny hems or neaten the raw edges by using a zig
zag stitch.
•Place button loops as shown in diagram 8 on the left back section,
spacing them equally.

Diagram 8
•Sew them in place 1cm from the edge. Place the facing RS to RS
of the larger front section and sew a 1.5cm seam. Press back so that
the WS are together.
•Place the back piece down RS facing.Then place the three section
piece on top, so that the RS are together, matching the corners and
then place the two section piece RS down on top, pin the top two
pieces where they overlap. Then pin all around the cover.
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